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.’ _  Risks Are Listed 
The broad risks include, the 

committee said, the spread of 
&ease organisms with /resist- 
snce to commonly ‘used anti- 
biotics. It mentioned specific- 
ally strains of a .bacterium 
Caued Shigella typhi that have1 
become nsletant to the anti-! 
biotic chloramphenicol. I 
..The potential risks from gen- 

According to Dr. Joshua Led-’ 
e&erg of Stanford University, 
a committee member, the po- 
tential benefits could include, 
the manufacture of antibody! 
proteins for victims of severe 
infectious diseases whose own 
immune systems were not mak- 
ing enough. 

In a .telephone interview, Dr. 
Lederberg said that this. pos- 
sibility could have tiar wider 
effect than the previously men- 
tioned hope of using genes 
transferred into bacteria to 
manufacture large quantities of 

Work on Genetic Manipulation 
Must Continue, Scientists Insist 

’ 
By VICTOR K. McELHENY 

Continued work on so-called insulin for diabetics or human 
genetic manipulation, and in growth hormone for children 
microbiology generally, “is of whose growth has been stunted. 
the utmost importance for prog- “People working in this field 
ress in medicine and in public are not playing childish games,” 
health,” a committee of lead- he said. ‘They have a serious 
ing scientists has advised the purpose. They have an obliga- 
director general of the World tion to pursue investigations 
-Health Orgasizatio~. vital-to public health.” 

Scientists interpreted the de& The W.H.O. committee as- 
hration, issued last week by serted, “In this. as in, most 
the W. H. 0. AMsay COUP other fields of human endeavor, 
mittce on Medica Research. as useful L activities cannot be 

. an attempt to combat public paralyze& by the lack of abso- 
misunderstanding of potential lute Bssuranca of saf&Y.” 

; risks of the gcllctic work’ Ihc ?baiman of the commit- 
. Dr. ,&&tin Xaph, w&ry tee is Dr. Nevin Sorimshaw, 
_ to the cd- werrnd head of the departmtnt of nu. 
_ bv telaphona in .Gegsavs :said t.diOlt and food science at the 
r & committee’s report adopted Massachusetts Institute .’ oi 
- Ida more-. moderate position on T+olog~. 
y the risks that arc involved” 
e than some groups. of scientists 

Old Safatg‘Mcnsuma .: ‘. ., 

5, had expressed. Is a telephone interview, Dr. 
S Schr&haw said that “conven. Potential risks e the work tionap protective 

led t0 a VoluntarP, elghtm?nth taken b$ micmbiolo$rfz: 
n pause urged bg an Amencan d&es- cdd “give a versl 
d ‘&V)uP d biologists a year *go* large meam of safety” to the 
F a f~~-dress reyi- of *e Iprop- gene manipulation mk under- 
-9 *em by asPecIal cammItt=. In taken- recently bY molecular 
r- England and then re3umptlOn biologists. 
** of the research under str$gent The W.H.0. committee adv+ 
F guidelines adopted (by an inter- catd- tec~d studies on the 
19 national conference last Feb- design,: op safe facsikiw, pr,,. 
‘n ruary in Pacific Grove, Cahf. 
I- cedures for evaluating the safe 
:e Transfer d maa ty of particular laboratories. d& 

.~h~ &dies involve the fusing fining liSkS and benefits more 
!I of cells fro+n different species, Precisely and. finally. the .de 
;- and the mom recently de- velopment of what Koio@+ 

ve~op& tmhniqum of transfer- Cd “Safe bugs” fOt ~t.hC gCnd*C 
ring genes from antids into manipdatio4 wyk . . / 

: bacteria. 
the cells of rapidly multiplying ,e~~~~~~~~~n~ 

h **R-t great advances in Was i-%MXd at a specid new* 
s molecular biology and genetics conference in Geneva, the hcad- 

have added a new dimension to quarters Of *e W*H*o’ The 
;‘ the power of microbiological statement nsulted from a spc+ 
,, research, and thus to the pos- cial meeting in Geneva June 20 

and 21. before the annual scs. ? sibilities of further health bene- . 
r fits and correspondingly- of slon Of *e committee* 
1 possible risks,” the committee Dr. Led?m was ‘?mm 

r3.A of the cesson on genetic work. 

species, as offered by these new Special advisers attending 
methods of genetic engineering were Drs* Sydney Brenner and 
organisms can bt created and E- S. Anderson of England and 
propagated which possess cam- Andre Lwoff of France* 
oletelv new characters.” the, 1 - 
corn&tee added. 

The ijcientists on the W.H.O. 
‘advisory committee, including 
‘several Nobel Prize winners, 
urged more attention to 
broader risks in microbiology 

fc 
that, they said, will require in- 
creasing vigilance but that 
must be run to conquer di- 
seases. 


